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Look 
inside for:

Parks Canada is introducing a series of amendments to the Banff 
National Park Management Plan and is looking for your input.

Every national park has a management plan that sets the policy direction 
and objectives for its administration. The current management plan for 
Banff was adopted in 1997, and it calls for a review and updating every 
five years. (More details can be found at <http://www.parkscanada.gc.ca/
pn-np/ab/banff/plan/plan5_e.asp> or a hard copy may be reviewed in the 
CPAWS office.) Through the website, you can also read about the five-year 
review (1997–2002), and proposed amendments to the plan.

There are two major themes to the amendments. The first is the very 
important subject of human use management. Recognizing that the 
amount and pattern of human use in the Park poses a challenge for nature, 
consultations have taken place for the past two years toward a strategy to 
encourage a more environmentally sensitive pattern of human use. CPAWS 
has been part of this consultative process.

The second major theme is the management of 
the Park’s grizzly bear population (see related 
story on page 4).

Public consultations on the proposed 
amendments are taking place, mostly in the 
first half of April. As part of that process, 
senior Banff National Park officials made a 
presentation at the CPAWS office on Monday, 
April 14. You can still be involved in these 
important discussions by reading the plan 
information and responding via a website 
questionnaire. Follow the link at the bottom of 
the website page mentioned above to access 
the questionnaire. Responses are requested by 
April 30. •

Amendments Coming to 
Banff Management Plan 

by Dave Poulton, Executive Director
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       

CPAWS is a national 
organization with over 
20,000 members. 
Together we have protected 
over 95 million acres 
of wilderness since our 
inception in 1963.

Cover photo: Mt. Robson, highest peak in the 
Canadian Rockies (3,954 m) seen from the summit of 
The Rajah (3,018 m), 40 kilometres away in northern 
Jasper National Park.
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Calgary/Banff Chapter

Volunteer Profile—

Heather Wood 
MacFadyen

Heather Wood MacFadyen has 
had a lifelong love of the 

Alberta wilderness. For Heather, her 
appreciation of the outdoors and the 
mountains started with her first steps 
in the Banff gardens! Beginning with 
her grandfather, a climber and artist 
who immigrated to Canada in 1903, 
it has now been four generations of 
Heather’s family who have enjoyed 
the pristine Rocky Mountains. 

Both born in Calgary, Heather 
and her husband, Alan, bought a 
weekend home in Canmore in 1992, 
and for the first time became aware of the threats of over-development 
to the surrounding natural environment. With her love of hiking and 
cross-country skiing, Heather is passionate about protecting wilderness 
areas, and found that the town of Canmore offered many opportunities 
for volunteers with an interest in the environment. While still a part-time 
resident, she served on the Town of Canmore’s Environmental Advisory 
Review Committee for two years. During that time the committee worked 
on ringing Canmore with wildlands conservation zoning, and was a force 
in slowing down development on the Three Sisters Resorts development 
to one site at a time on its vast 2,200 acres of land (the equivalent of 30 
Calgary suburbs.) 

Heather joined the Bow Valley subcommittee of the Calgary/Banff Chapter 
of CPAWS in 1999, just a year before she and her professor husband moved 
to Canmore full time. As all Alberta CPAWS members will remember, a 
major campaign was fought and won to save the Spray Valley from a 
mega-development project which proposed paddle boats on the Spray 
Lakes, heli-skiing and a golf resort. Along with others in the Bow Valley 
and Calgary, Heather was part of the campaign to protect the Spray 
Valley as a Provincial Park, lobbying and writing articles for Encompass, 
the Edmonton Journal and the Toronto Star. Other environmental 
collaborations in the Bow Valley have included working to expand the 
Bow Valley Provincial Park, and the recently announced protection of an 
additional 10,000 acres in the Bow Valley.

Over the past two years, Heather’s main environmental focus has been to 
protect the wildlife corridors running through the Three Sisters Resorts 
property. These wildlife corridors were supposed to be legally required of 
the developers through a Natural Resources Conservation Board (NRCB) 
Decision in 1992 to protect the Wind Valley from development, as well as 
the wildlife corridors linking Wind Valley to the Bow Valley, Spray Valley 
and Banff National Park. In the years since this decision, no scientific 
monitoring or analysis of wildlife movement had been undertaken by 
the provincial government to establish these corridors, yet by 2000, a 
conservation easement agreement was announced between Three Sisters 

NOTICE OF 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Calgary/Banff Chapter of the Canadian 

Parks and Wilderness Society will be held 
on Monday, May 5, 2003 at 7:30 PM at 

the Calgary Zoo Discovery Centre, North 
Entrance, Calgary Zoo.
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Resorts and the province of Alberta which allowed the developers to use 
their golf courses as wildlife corridors! Heather, with the help of many 
other volunteers within CPAWS and other local organizations, coordinated 
a campaign to enlist the support of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Board to protect the corridors “in as undeveloped a state as possible” as the 
NRCB intended, with all of the golf removed, and the corridors connected 
throughout the Bow Valley. 

Heather has been working very hard coordinating this campaign for 
functional wildlife corridors across the Three Sisters Resorts. As a result 
of her coordination work for this campaign and heavy involvement as 
a CPAWS volunteer, Heather was approached to join the Calgary-Banff 
CPAWS Chapter board of directors as a member-at-large, a position which 
she has held for the past two years.

CPAWS has been lucky indeed to have Heather’s energy and expertise 
behind the organization. Just as recently as this January, one outcome of 
the campaign is that the Town of Canmore, Three Sisters Resorts and the 
provincial government have come to an agreement that new corridors 
will be mapped on a major segment of the Three Sisters lands that is 
scientifically functional for wildlife use, and are completely free of golf 
courses. The Three Sisters primary wildlife corridor, which runs from the 
Canmore Nordic Centre to the Wind Valley, is now of national importance 
with the proposed G-8 legacy of two wildlife crossing structures, one 
at either end of the extensive corridor. CPAWS will pursue the goal of 
working corridors for all species of wildlife in this area until the last link is 
protected under the NRCB ruling and provincial conservation easements. 

In her working life, Heather is a professor of 
community mental health on the Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Calgary, where she is 
engaged in teaching at the graduate level, and 
carrying out research on the impact of social, 
environmental and economic factors on health 
and mental health. On a personal note, another 
of Heather’s special interests is singing. She has 
performed as a concert artist on CBC Radio, and 
currently sings in the Bow Valley Chorus which 
performs classical choral works at the Banff 
Centre.

Heather believes in the power of volunteers. “All 
of us have the ability to right an environmental 
wrong as long as we are passionate about 
protecting the environment and willing to see 
the campaign through. However you cannot do 
it alone. What keeps you going is the sense of 
celebration each time you hike out into an area 
that you helped to protect, and the camaraderie 
and appreciation of your environmental friends 
and colleagues.”

Thanks to Heather Wood MacFadyen, and 
other volunteers like her, we all have much 
to celebrate about wilderness conservation in 
Southern Alberta! •



Green Notes v. 12, no. 1, Spring 20034 Green Notes v. 12, no. 1, Spring 2003 5

Alberta’s Threatened 
Grizzly Bear

by Tracey Henderson

Alberta was once home to some 9,000 to 16,000 grizzly bears, but today, 
conservative estimates say we have, at best, 1,000 of these magnificent 

creatures left in the province.

Despite their size and formidable presence on the landscape, it turns out 
that grizzly bears are not very resilient when it comes to coping with 
human disturbances. Their low reproductive rates, large habitat needs and 
poor dispersal abilities make them particularly sensitive to the impacts 
of human activity within their habitat. Development pressures, both 
industrial and residential, and an ever-increasing amount of human 
recreation in grizzly bear habitat have resulted in increased levels of grizzly 
bear mortality and habitat fragmentation - to the point that their future is 
now uncertain.

In fact, the population of grizzly bears is so small that in the spring of 
2002, an advisory committee to the Minister of Sustainable Resource 
Development, the Endangered Species Conservation Committee (ESCC), 
recommended that Alberta’s grizzly bear be listed as a species “threatened 
with extinction.” According to the internationally-accepted guidelines 
used by the ESCC, a species is to be considered “threatened” if there are 
fewer than 1,000 mature breeding individuals in the population. In Alberta, 
it is estimated that we have only 300 to 650 mature breeding grizzly 
bears left in the population. Despite these compelling statistics, Mike 
Cardinal, our Minister of Sustainable Resource Development, has refused 
to follow the recommendation of his advisory committee and list the 
grizzly bear as a species threatened with extinction. This is the first time 
since the ESCC came into existence that a Minister has not followed their 
recommendation.

This, however, is not the first time Minister Cardinal has questioned 
the wisdom of his scientific advisors. Last spring he reversed his own 
department’s recommendation to suspend the walleye fishery on Calling 
Lake in northern Alberta. He seemed to feel that his own personal 
knowledge was adequate to over-rule his biologists’ recommendations. 
On a similar note, in a recent report on CBC National news, Cardinal 
was quoted as saying he didn’t feel that the proliferation of roads in 
grizzly habitat had any effect on increasing poaching of grizzly bears – an 
assumption that directly contradicts the findings of his own grizzly bear 
experts and experts from across North America. 

In a strange twist however, Minister Cardinal has in part acknowledged 
that the province’s grizzly bears are in trouble by calling for the formation 
of a grizzly bear recovery team. And he seems to think their status 
is precarious enough that he has given the recovery team a timeline 
normally reserved for “endangered” species. But taking this step without 
following through with legislated listing of the grizzly bear shows a lack 
of commitment to species protection and is really an example of poor 
governance.

The legal listing of a species as threatened under the Alberta Wildlife 
Act triggers not only the establishment of a recovery team and recovery 
plan but, it also legally commits the government to provide ongoing 

funding for the recovery team and for the 
implementation of their plan. In addition, 
listing would trigger dramatically increased fines 
for poaching and an end to the grizzly bear 
hunt, at least until the population had recovered. 
Without legislated listing of the grizzly bear, 
the existence of the recovery team and the 
government’s commitment to follow through 
on their recommendations is very tenuous. We 
could lose the team with the next budget cut, 
organizational restructuring or cabinet shuffle. 
Grizzly bears and Albertans who value their 
existence deserve better. 

It will take a concerted effort and an effective 
long-range plan to maintain a healthy grizzly 
bear population in a landscape as heavily 
developed as Alberta’s. Listing the species as 
threatened is a critical step to securing a future 
for our grizzlies. Premier Klein and Minister 
Cardinal need to hear from Albertans that we 
value grizzly bears and that we want them 
to remain in our landscape for generations 
to come. Visit <www.savethegrizzly.org> or 
<www.bowvalleybears.org> for sample letters 
and faxes that you can send to the government 
asking them to do the right thing – list the 
grizzly bear as a threatened species! If you don’t 
have internet access, you can call the Bow Valley 
Grizzly Bear Alliance at (403) 678-8532 for more 
information. •

 What You Can Do…
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A Day in the Life of a 
CPAWS Educator

by Kim Kiel, School Programs Coordinator

I reach my hand into a plastic bag and pull out something resembling 
chocolate-covered almonds. The classroom fills with “Ewwws…” and 

“Gross, is that real?” My reply: “Do you think if this was real I’d be carrying 
it around in a little baggie and holding it with my hands? Nope, this is fake 
poop, folks.” 

This is one of the tricks we CPAWS educators have up our sleeves. We have 
a few examples of fake scats and droppings to encourage students to guess 
who dung it. Works every time. After this kind of opening, the students are 
hooked into the presentation, waiting for the next trick.

Besides fake scats, we use bear skulls, great slides and awesome activities 
to engage students in learning about ecosystems, endangered species and 
grizzly bears. There’s nothing better than witnessing 25 grade four students 
realize that each ecosystem element (plant or animal) holds a special spot 
in the web of life. Through our Weird Webs activity (visit our website 
for details), students assume the role of an ecosystem element and pass a 
string from one to another to signify the interrelatedness of ecosystems, 
effectively creating a web. We remove an element, like grizzly bears, and 
students feel how the web changes and falls apart. 

The CPAWS education programs are proving to be quite successful. This year 
we’ve more than doubled the number of programs to schools, compared 
to the 2001-2002 school year. This is due in large part to expanding to 
both the elementary and senior high levels. To meet the increased demand, 
we’re still using fabulous volunteers to assist with the junior high program, 
and we have been joined by Erin Couillard, who is our new Elementary 
Program Specialist.

One of the most exciting aspects of the education program is the Adopt a 
Grizzly feature. Classes have the opportunity to adopt one of five grizzly 
bears studied by the Eastern Slopes Grizzly Bear Project. The great thing 
about this program is that the class “adopts” the bear in exchange for 
some positive action they take on the bear’s behalf. Students receive 
Bear-ographies, range maps and ideas for helping their bear. We’ve had 

close to 20 classes adopt bears by writing 
letters to politicians, or by developing poster or 
PowerPoint presentations that educate others 
about bear ecology.

But, after the grizzlies are adopted and questions 
are answered, the students still want one more 
thing: to come up and touch the fake scat. Being 
a CPAWS educator is sometimes a…er…crappy 
job—but that’s the way we like it. •

More info at: <www.cpawscalgary.org/education>

Urban Parks
Do you know that CPAWS also participates in 

urban parks issues? CPAWS representative 
Claire Serdula serves on the Nose Hill Natural 
Environment Park Committee. This committee 
is taking a more active role in the care of Nose 
Hill Park, including organizing and assisting 
with potential upcoming projects which require 
volunteers, such as:

• Seed collection for future restoration 
planting (plans are for a June evening 
orientation session plus two seed collection 
Saturdays in mid- to late summer).

• Dog ambassador program to raise awareness 
amongst dog owners (on a more regular 
basis, for example, daily).

• Trail maintenance and education.
• Vegetation survey to assist with mapping to 

identify disturbed sites and invasive species.
• Manual weed pulling to reduce spraying of 

invasive, non-native species.

Guidance, orientation and/or assistance will 
be provided to volunteers for each of these 
projects. The Committee is also interested in 
ideas for new projects.

Many of us who live in Calgary enjoy the urban 
green spaces and our own little “wilderness 
areas.” If you’re interested in volunteering for 
Nose Hill projects, or learning more about 
any of these activities, please email 
volunteer@cpawscalgary.org or call the office. •
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Wilderness Walks 2003
Assembled by Lyndsay Conrad

We are pleased to invite CPAWS members and friends to join us on our 
sixth annual Summer Wilderness Walks, celebrating the areas CPAWS 

works to protect! Each of these full-day hikes will be led by a resource 
person with an intimate knowledge of CPAWS and the area. Proceeds are 
used to support the CPAWS Conservation Programs. Hikes are limited 
to 15 participants each, so contact us today to reserve your spot. Visit 
<www.cpawscalgary.org> for more information about the hikes, or call our 
office and we’ll fax you the information!

Saturday, June 14: Kananaskis Valley
Evan Thomas Provincial Recreation Area

Flowers, breathtaking views, good company, and discussions about 
conservation—what could be better? Join CPAWS Education Director 
and naturalist Gareth Thomson to explore the hidden gems of the Evan 
Thomas. This hike will take us as high as the old coal mining site, where 
we’ll enjoy the sights and talk about the human and natural history of 
the valley. Then we’ll explore some little-known nooks and crannies of 
the valley bottom, looking for salamanders and trout, orchids and eagles!  
Come experience first hand the natural values of this unprotected valley, as 
seen through the eyes of one of its most ardent admirers.

Rating: Moderate. Total elevation gain on this hike is 200 metres, and we’ll 
cover around 8 km during this hike.

Saturday, June 28: Moraine Lake Area, Banff National Park
Paradise Valley–Giant Steps

Join Dave Poulton, Executive Director of the CPAWS Calgary/Banff Chapter 
and explore the beautiful Moraine Lake area in early spring. Be witness 
to the spectacular views within Paradise Valley and learn more about 
management issues within Banff National Park. The Lake Louise area is 
home to numerous grizzly bears, and the Paradise Valley is a great place 
to learn more about this magnificent animal. This hike takes you across 
vast avalanche slopes, below steep and rocky Sentinel Pass and under the 
towering Mount Temple. To be seen from the Horseshoe Glacier, at the 
head of the valley, are Wenkchemna, Hungabee, Ringrose and Lefroy—all 
peaks over 3,200 m (10,500 feet). 

Rating: Moderate but long distance. The overall elevation gain from the 
trailhead is around 400 m, and the total distance is 18 km. Meeting Place: 
7:45 AM at University of Calgary (see below for details). 

Saturday, July 26: Kootenay National Park
Stanley Glacier Trail 

Visit Kootenay National Park in the southeastern corner of British 
Columbia and explore Stanley Glacier Trail with Dave Poulton (Executive 
Director). Kootenay National Park protects 1,406 square kilometres of 
Rocky Mountain wilderness and is a perfect setting to learn more about 
the National Parks. This hike is 5.5 km long and gently switchbacks up 
into an amazing hanging valley. Once in the valley, the route is fairly level 
along Stanley Creek. The rocky path will reach a point offering views of a 
boulder-strewn meadow, where there will be an opportunity to take a steep 

climb to a plateau with an excellent view of a 
waterfall and Stanley Glacier in the distance. 
The wildflowers should be spectacular at this 
time of year, with time to stop and enjoy the 
scenery. 

Rating: Moderate for the first three-quarters 
of the hike and then strenuous to reach the 
plateau. There is an elevation gain of 400 m and 
the total distance is 11 km. Meeting Place: 
7:45 AM at University of Calgary (see below for 
details).

Castle-Crown Wilderness: Date TBA

Experience the Castle-Crown Wilderness area, 
a rich ecosystem with unique landscapes and 
varied features. Located about 20 km west of 
Pincher Creek, the Castle area is characterized 
by excellent bighorn sheep habitat and 
contains two of the Rocky Mountains’ three 
critical movement corridors for grizzlies and 
wolves. The Castle Wilderness is home to 
an exceptionally large number of species. 
Apart from Waterton Lakes National Park, the 
biodiversity of the Castle Wilderness is the 
highest in Alberta. To learn more, please join 
CPAWS for a hike in this diverse region and 
enjoy what this wilderness area has to offer.

Rating: Moderate. Specific hike TBA. Meeting 
Place: TBA

Saturday, September 6: Bow Valley
Jura Creek Trail

This relatively easy hike will explore a little-
known valley north of the Bow Valley. With 
our hike leader Gareth Thomson (Education 
Director), we’ll see some fantastic wildflowers 
in the Jura Creek alluvial fan, and learn about 
geology, Bighorn sheep, and flash flooding 
(although not first-hand!). Although this 
fantastic valley is surrounded by the Bow Valley 
Wildland Park, it is still an unprotected area, 
and interested participants can find out more 
about this area’s future. 

Rating: Moderate. There is an elevation gain of 
300 m and the total distance is 11 km. Meeting 
Place: 7:45 AM at University of Calgary (see 
below for details). 

About the CPAWS Hikes …

A pre-registration fee is required to secure your 
place on the hike. Sorry, but cancellation within 
a week prior to the hike is non-refundable. The 
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fee is $15 for members and $20 for non-members. CPAWS memberships 
may be purchased at the outset of the hike. Hikers will be asked to sign a 
liability waiver form. Please be prepared to carpool and contribute to the 
cost of gas. Group size is limited to 15 people on a first come, first served 
basis. Sorry, but children must be over the age of twelve and accompanied 
by an adult. Hikes are full-day events; please leave your evenings open!

Please ensure you bring all of the following items: garbage-free lunch, rain 
jacket, sturdy hiking boots; drink (minimum 1 litre), pants and jacket, 
knapsack, hat and mitts, sunscreen and camera.

A registration package will be provided with relevant information such as 
maps and information on the area.

University of Calgary Meeting Area (for all the hikes except for the Castle-
Crown). The parking area is just off of University Drive and 24th Avenue 
NW. There is parking available at the Arts Parkade for $4 a day for people 
wishing to carpool. The LRT access is just east of the meeting area for those 
wanting a ride.

Registration

To register for one (or more) of the above hikes, 
please send a cheque to the CPAWS office, or 
call the office at 232-6686 to pay by MasterCard 
or VISA. Cheques should be sent to: CPAWS  
Calgary/Banff Chapter, #1120, 1202 Centre 
Street SE, Calgary, Alberta T2G 5A5. Please 
include your full name, daytime and evening 
phone numbers, and which hike(s) you would 
like to attend when you register.

For more information, visit the website at 
<www.cpawscalgary.org>, call the office at 
232-6686 or email: info@cpawscalgary.org. We 
hope to see you there! •

Castle Wilderness Gets 
Attention in Germany
CPAWS visited Germany in February to promote the legislated 

protection of the Castle Wilderness. Among other campaign activities, 
CPAWS presented the Castle Wilderness issues at the eco-tourism trade 
fair, Reisepavillion, in Hannover. The presentations and discussions with 
international eco-tourism providers and operators were met with very 
high interest. CPAWS specifically addressed the economic potential of 
sustainable eco-tourism in the Castle region as well as the challenges 
created by industrial/commercial activities and abusive off-road vehicle use. 

Presentations and discussions concerning the Castle Wilderness also took 
place at the Forum International 2003, which was held in conjunction 
with the trade fair. This forum offered a more private setting for discussions 
with international experts from the eco-tourism industry, government 
representatives, non-government organizations and individuals interested 
in sustainable tourism. CPAWS met with mountaineering legend Reinhold 

Messner to discuss 
the Castle issues. 
Mr. Messner is best 
known for the first 
ascent of Mount 
Everest without 
supplemental oxygen 
in 1978. 

Reinhold Messner in 
conversation with 
CPAWS in front of the 
Castle Wilderness 
display at the Forum 
International in 
Hannover, Germany.

Messner has also been a member of the 
European Parliament since 1999.

Mr. Messner supports the legislated protection 
of the Castle Wilderness, and we would like to 
thank him for his support and his long-time 
advocacy to preserve the world’s endangered 
mountain regions. 

Write to Premier Klein, your MLA (addresses on 
page 13) and the Reeve of the Municipal District 
of Pincher Creek to tell them the current land-
use policies provide inadequate protection, and 
that you want the area protected by legislation 
as a type of wilderness park where industrial 
activity and motorized recreation are prohibited. 

Alberta’s Premier and elected officials need 
to hear your views on critical wildlands 
protection. Let them know what’s important 
to you by sending them a free fax at 
<www.castlewilderness.ca/calltoaction.html>! 
Along with thousands of Albertans and others 
from across Canada, you too can have your 
views on the protection of the Castle Wilderness 
heard by the decision-makers in Edmonton. •

Contact Information for Reeve and Council:
Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 
Box 279, Pincher Creek, Alberta T0K 1W0 
Phone: (403) 627-3130  Fax: (403) 627-5070 
Email: mdpinch@telusplanet.net 

 What You Can Do…
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 What You Can Do…

What’s the Problem?

The Kananaskis Valley, a beloved destination for visitors and a critical area 
for Rocky Mountain wildlife, is once more at risk from new commercial 
development. The focus of the proposed new development is the Evan 
Thomas area in the Kananaskis Valley, which was the site of last June’s G8 
Summit. Although the government made an abortive attempt to create 
a provincial park here in March 2000, it is currently moving fast in the 
opposite direction. 

In November 2002, the government released a draft management plan for 
this valley that would allow:

• Expansion of the Nakiska ski hill into valuable elk and bighorn habitat.
• Summer use of the ski hill, which would create trail erosion and 

conflicts with animals such as grizzly bears.
• New hotels or other accommodations in the area of the ski hill.
• Expansion of buildings and/or new buildings at the base of the ski hill.
• New hotels or other accommodations to the north of the existing 

hotels.
• Expansion of the existing hotels.
• Expansion of golf course facilities.

Although CPAWS supports the existing developments in this area, we 
believe that an acceptable balance has already been reached, and that the 
new development proposed for this area should not be allowed to proceed.

This ecological jewel is not a park. It is a Provincial Recreation Area, which 
means that recreation—and, in this case, development—takes priority over 
protection. The government recently published a draft management plan 
for this area, and accepted feedback on this plan until February 14. 
To view the draft Management Plan for the Evan Thomas, visit 
<http://www.cd.gov.ab.ca/enjoying_ alberta/parks/featured/kananaskis/ 
pdfs/EvanThomasDraftMgmtPlan.pdf> 

It is ironic that this area, surrounded by parks and ecologically so crucial 
to these parks and their wildlife, is not likewise protected by a park 
designation. The Evan Thomas area is truly the ‘hole in the donut’ of 
protected areas in this region. CPAWS believes that adjacent Provincial and 
Wildland parks should simply be extended into this valley, in order to give 
it true protection. 

What CPAWS Has Done

Both CPAWS’ CRES and Bow Valley subcommittees have been very active 
on this issue. Early in the campaign CPAWS and the Alberta Bow Hunters 
formed an informal coalition, and drew up a map that represents a shared 
vision for the protected status of the Evan Thomas. The Alberta Wilderness 
Association, Bow Valley Grizzly Bear Alliance (BVGBA), and Wildcanada.net 
have also been valuable partners in our bid to protect the Evan Thomas. 

Some of our accomplishments during the first 
two months of 2003:

• In excess of a thousand signatures have been 
collected on a petition circulated by CPAWS.

• About 160 adults were contacted directly in 
two evening talks in Canmore. 

• Discussions were held with both the MLA for 
this area and the Minister, Gene Zwozdesky.

• BVGBA distributed over 500 flyers to 
recreationalists in the Spray, Bow and 
Kananaskis Valleys.

• CPAWS has organized a half-page ad in the 
Rocky Mountain Outlook, an opinion piece 
in the Calgary Herald, and letters to the 
editor which have appeared in both papers.

• More than a thousand people have sent 
letters from Wildcanada.net. 

• In excess of a thousand signatures have 
been collected on a petition circulated by 
our allies in the hunting community.

Make your opinion known to government. Send 
a letter to Premier Klein: “Regarding the Evan 
Thomas Provincial Recreation Area.” Tell him 
that you reject the proposed new commercial 
development, and both summer use and 
expansion of the ski hill. State that a Provincial 
Recreation Area is not suitable for this area—it 
needs protection now as a provincial/wildland 
park. You can also send a letter through  
<www.wildcanada.net/kananaskis>. 

Opposition MLAs have been asking some hard 
questions in the legislature. To help them keep 
the pressure on Gene Zwozdesky, Minister of 
Community Development, they can use letters 
from concerned Albertans that they can table 
in the legislature. Send your correspondence to 
both Debby Carlson and Raj Pannu, including 
this phrase: “I consent to have this letter tabled 
in the legislature.” Also, contact your MLA 
asking him/her to raise this matter with the 
Minister. See page 13 for addresses.

For more information, photos and maps, visit
 <www.cpawscalgary.org/evan-thomas>. •

The Kananaskis Valley:
No More Development—Make it a Park!
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........ActionAlert......Action Alert......ActionAlert......ActionAlert......Action Alert......ActionAlert......ActionAlert......Action Alert......ActionAlert......ActionAlert......Action Alert......ActionAlert....

  “No More” is what Albertans want. The 
government’s plans for the Kananaskis 
Valley are diametrically opposed to what 
the Alberta public said it wants for this 
area. 95 percent of Albertans feel that 

“Kananaskis Country is the home of 
wildlife. It is our responsibility to protect 
this area for them, even if that sometimes 
limits human use.” 
(Results of the Kananaskis Country 
Recreation Development Policy Review, 1999, 
page 25)

  Loss of Recreation. As managers try to 
protect wildlife movement in this area 
in the face of development, all Albertans 
who enjoy nature-based recreation 
should expect the loss of wilderness 
experiences and more trail closures if 
development is allowed to proceed. 

  It is important for wildlife habitat and 
regional movement. Alberta government 
biologists and numerous scientists have 
recognized the ecological importance 
of the Evan Thomas. It is critically 
important to regional wildlife movement, 
and contains the endangered montane 
ecosystem, superb habitat for a wide 
variety of plants and animals. The higher 
mountain slopes provide critical winter 
habitat for both bighorn sheep and elk, 
and this area is of very high importance 
to wary creatures such as grizzly bears 
and wolves.

3Reasons to say

“No More!”

Grassy meadows make the Evan Thomas area superb wildlife habitat. 
Mt. Kidd in background.
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Protecting Corridors for 
Wildlife Forever

by Heather Wood MacFadyen

Although so many Albertans love the idea of their mountains, the 
clear waters of lakes and streams, verdant meadows and forests, and 

abundant wildlife, there is a tendency to take our natural world for granted 
until the green places are crowded by development, and the refuges for 
wildlife are threatened. Soon, the wilderness begins to look like the urban 
areas we left behind, and the only routes through our built-up world are 
the highways for us and our SUVs. We have left no space for wildlife to 
have a safe passage.

The CPAWS campaign to establish and protect wildlife corridors through 
the Bow Valley for bears, wolves, cougar, deer, elk and other species has 
been a protracted one, but we are very close to success. The last and 
most significant wildlife 
corridors in this area are 
located on the vast lands 
of the Three Sisters Resorts 
(TSR), where a 1992 
decision of the Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Board (NRCB) requires 
the developers to 
meet legally binding 
environmental conditions 
and undertakings. The 
most important of these 
is Condition 14, which 
requires that all of the 
wildlife corridors remain 
in “as undeveloped a state 
as possible.” For the past 
two years, coordinating 
the campaign to ensure 
working corridors on 
Three Sisters lands has 
been one of my major 
responsibilities as a 
member-at-large on the 
CPAWS board of directors, Calgary/Banff Chapter.

The TSR property comprises approximately 2,200 acres of undeveloped 
land along the southeastern slopes of the Rockies in the Bow Valley, and 
lies inside the municipal boundaries of the Town of Canmore, Alberta. The 
lands make up 80 percent of the remaining developable land in the town, 
and comprise the largest single area of mountain terrain to be developed 
in Canada. The wildlife corridors in need of protection are both multi-
species primary corridors and secondary corridors for ungulates. The Three 
Sisters primary multi-species corridor is the only link between Kananaskis 
Park, the Wind Valley, the Spray Valley, the Bow Valley and Banff National 
Park. Through the federal government’s G-8 environmental legacy, wildlife 
crossing structures are proposed at each end of the Three Sisters Primary 
Wildlife Corridor, one at the Rundle Forbay, adjacent to the Canmore 
Nordic Centre, and the other at the southeast end to allow wildlife to pass 

under the Trans-Canada Highway and into Wind 
Valley and K-Country. These corridors are of 
regional, provincial and national significance.

In addition to the ecological concerns in regard 
to the protection of these wildlife corridors, 
there are also concerns related to the possible 
use of millions of gallons of water per day to 
service the three golf courses originally projected 
for this development, and the effect of pesticides 
on drinking water from the Bow River, both in 
Canmore, and downstream in Calgary.

The Three Sisters project has been a major 
environmental concern for CPAWS members 
in Canmore for the past ten years, as CPAWS 
was an intervener in the 1992 NRCB decision 
process required to protect Wind Valley from 

the proposed TSR development. However, the 
continued development of the TSR resort is 
dependent, through the NRCB Decision, on 
demonstrably functional wildlife corridors “in as 
undeveloped a state as possible.”

Three years ago the TSR project once again 
became a focus for the Bow Valley subcommittee 
of CPAWS. Over the past two years, I have served 
as the point person for the joint efforts of several 
environmental groups in furthering a positive 
environmental solution for wildlife on the TSR 
lands, and have led the campaign on behalf of 
CPAWS to engage the NRCB in acting on its own 
recommendations.
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Inadequate Corridor Design

Under the 1992 NRCB Decision, the ultimate zoning authority on the TSR 
lands was recognized to be the responsibility of the Town of Canmore, 
but the (initial) design of wildlife corridors was allocated, in good faith, 
to Alberta’s Department of the Environment (now Alberta Sustainable 
Resource Development, SRD). In 1998, after a public hearing, Canmore 
town council responded to public opinion and eliminated a by-law which 
allowed for significant golf course development in what were meant to be 
secondary wildlife corridors. Meanwhile, Alberta Environment (AE) was in 
the process of drawing up conservation easement agreements to define the 
primary and secondary corridors.

The definition of corridors was proceeding even though the wildlife data 
collected by TSR was not analyzed by AE, the wildlife data which had been 
collected failed to meet reasonable scientific criteria, and the government’s 
own scientific standards for wildlife corridors were not applied to 
establish the width, slope or cover required to make the corridors work. 
This is in spite of the fact that these standards were a direct outgrowth 
of the Regional Ecosystem Advisory Group of the NRCB Decision, were 
developed by the provincial government into the Bow Corridor Ecosystem 
Advisory Group (BCEAG) guidelines for the Bow Valley in general and the 
TSR lands in particular, and won Premier Klein’s Award of Excellence in 
1999. Regardless of these major drawbacks, the provincial government 
approved conservation easement agreements with TSR on July 1, 2001, 
which allowed golf, a driving range and a golf academy in the wildlife 
corridors on the TSR lands. At this time the government did not apply a 
research report commissioned by the provincial government from the 
Miistakis Institute at the University of Calgary in 2000, which concluded 
that golf courses are an incompatible use for wildlife corridors. The report 
conclusions were in direct contradiction to the government’s proposed 
conservation easement agreements. The government was unresponsive 
to the opposition of all the environmental groups in the Bow Valley, and 
hundreds of letters of protest from Albertans.

Public Protest

With the Stewart Creek Golf Course already developed, and a projection of 
two more golf courses, a golf academy, a driving range, at least one resort, 
residential development which could more than double the population 
of Canmore, and a maximum of 450,000 square feet of commercial 
development, there is a lot at stake on the TSR lands in the Bow Valley. 
To gain public and political support, the new owners of TSR held six 
non-statutory open houses and workshops in Canmore in the winter 
and spring of 2002, to solicit feedback from the Canmore community on 
their plans for two of their proposed development sites (Sites 1 and 3). 
With a commitment of at least two continuous hours per session, citizens 
gave the developers their views on sustainable development and wildlife 
corridors, among other issues. At the last of these sessions, TSR submitted 
a proposal which removed the golf academy, the driving range and nine 
holes of golf from the wildlife corridors from their plan for Site 1, a parcel 
of 660 acres and the proposed location of an all-season resort. However, 
27 holes of golf remained in the wildlife corridors, and there were serious 
concerns in regard to the setbacks from the Bow River and to the buffer 
zones along the primary and secondary wildlife corridors, which were 
not protected in perpetuity. With a projected number of 500 golfers and 
their carts in the wildlife corridors per day, these corridors could not be 
considered to be “in as undeveloped a state as possible.”

Further, a scientific study carried out by Jake 
Herrero and Scott Jevons, with economic 
support from CPAWS and several other 
environmental groups, demonstrated that the 
wildlife corridors proposed for the TSR lands by 
SRD would not be functional in slope, width or 
cover, using the government’s own standards.

Views of the Canmore primary wildlife corridor, 
with signage clearly marking the area and requesting 
limitation of human use.

continued on page 12 …
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New Wildlife Corridor Design

As of today, our environmental efforts have been successful. The new 
owners of TSR have been convinced that the best way to proceed with 
the development of their property is to meet their environmental 
commitments. To this end, the developers reached an agreement with 
the Town of Canmore to have an independent biologist review all of 
the scientific information and write a Wildlife Corridor Review with 
a view to establish functional corridors on a major segment of the 
Three Sisters Primary Corridor and secondary corridors, and including 
recommendations for land use which would be protected with 
conservation easements and statutory planning. The resulting Golder 
Report, recently accepted by the Town of Canmore and TSR, removes all 
of the golf courses from the wildlife corridors, increases the width of the 
secondary corridor to the recommended width, slope and cover, and maps 
a primary corridor which is considered by the wildlife biologists consulted 
to be functional for wildlife. However, this functionality is dependent on 
maintaining the land uses recommended in the Golder Report, which 
requires buffer zones and then golf courses or green spaces adjacent 
to the corridors, then large residential lots, with adjacent low density 
development. It is also crucial that these corridors and their buffer areas 
are protected by conservation easements in perpetuity. The new corridors 
are much closer to compliance to the NRCB requirements for the wildlife 
corridors to remain in as undeveloped a state as possible, and to “consist 
mainly of forest, shrubs and shrub meadow.”

This new report, when adopted by Sustainable Resource Development, 
will supercede the primary corridor and 2001 conservation easement 
agreements between the province and TSR, which substituted golf courses 
for wildlife corridors, and did not apply the province’s own scientific 
standards for the designation of wildlife corridors in the Bow Valley, the 
1998 Bow Corridor Ecosystem Advisory Group (BCEAG) standards. 

These new corridors in the mid-section of the TSR property will be 
enhanced by the new and improved section of the Three Sisters Primary 
Wildlife Corridor proposed by SRD at the Wind Valley end of the TSR 
property. This Wind Valley corridor is the only one to be based on 
scientific wildlife tracking data and analysis. CPAWS is pushing hard 
to have all of the corridors connected, with functional corridors from 
the Banff Park end to the Wind Valley end of the property. In addition, 
TransAlta is closing their operation adjacent to the Rundle Forebay, west 
of the TSR land. It is expected that this land will also be protected with a 
conservation easement in the near future.

What’s Next?

What remains to be done? First, CPAWS will continue to urge the NRCB not 
to sign off their interest and responsibility for functional wildlife corridors 
on the TSR lands until the last segment of the corridors are protected in 
perpetuity. We will also continue to monitor the development of Canmore’s 
Area Structure Plan for Sites 1 and 3, which must include the new, 
functional wildlife corridors under this legal protection, and incorporate 
the recommended land uses adjacent to the corridors. The corridors will 
also have to be further protected under a new conservation easement 
agreement, so we will be watching the negotiations between SRD and TSR. 
This protection is expected to be in place by the late spring of 2003, and 
we may at last have the functional corridors promised back in 1992! •

Planned Giving 
is Gift Planning!
Help ensure young Canadians will inherit 

the wild places they deserve by leaving a 
legacy through a planned gift to CPAWS. You 
can maximize your investment, minimize tax 
and still make a charitable gift to CPAWS. Life 
insurance, annuities, charitable remainder 
trusts, endowments, securities and bequests are 
examples of how you can help us guarantee 
that Canada’s wilderness and wildlife survive for 
generations to come.

Leaving a Bequest to CPAWS in Your Will 

By contributing to wilderness protection with 
a bequest, you can strengthen our work to save 
Canada’s magnificent wild lands. Your gift will 
preserve, for all time, the natural landscapes of 
our nation, and ensure the long-term survival of 
the species living there.

A bequest is one of the simplest ways to make 
an investment in CPAWS—and often at a level 
not possible during one’s lifetime! As the 
donor, you are assured that your loved ones are 
provided for and content with the knowledge 
that they are also supporting Canada’s 
incredible wilderness and wildlife. Upon receipt 
of your bequest, CPAWS will issue a tax receipt 
to the estate for use to offset taxes owed, thus 
leaving more in the estate for all beneficiaries.

CPAWS can assist you with will planning tools 
and clauses, or provide an independent expert. 
For general information on how you can 
do more, please contact Leah Eustace in the 
National Office at 1-800-333-9453 or call our 
Chapter Office at 232-6686. •

Was it a social conscience or the desire to leave a 
legacy that drove my decision to leave a bequest to 
CPAWS? Or was it a strong sense of responsibility 
for the world I live in or perhaps the hope that 
my grandchildren’s grandchildren will still have 
clean air … clean water … wilderness to explore 
and magnificent creatures with which to co-exist? 
Honestly, I think it was all of the above. 

I understand now, that while I am only one person 
I can still help make a difference by becoming 
more aware of the issues, making wiser choices, by 
participating in the monthly giving programs (such 
as CPAWS’ Wilderness Protection Club) and by 
leaving bequests.  —Ms. Heike Kohl, Alberta
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Making Contact…

Alberta Government

Hon. Ralph Klein, Premier of Alberta
307 Legislature Building
10800 - 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2B6
Ph. (780) 427-2251*/Fax (780) 427-1349*
email: Premier@gov.ab.ca 

Hon. Dr. Lorne Taylor
Minister of Environment 
#423, 10800 - 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2B6
Ph. (780) 427-2391*/Fax (780) 422-6259*
email: cypress.medicinehat@assembly.ab.ca 

Hon. Mike Cardinal
Minister of Sustainable Resource Development
#420, 10800 - 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2B6
Ph. (780) 415-4815*/Fax (780) 415-4818*
email: Athabasca.Wabasca@assembly.ab.ca

Hon. Gene Zwozdesky
Minister of Community Development
#229, 10800 - 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2B6
Ph. (780) 427-4928/Fax (780) 422-0188
email: edmonton.millcreek@assembly.ab.ca

*Remember you may call Alberta government offices 
toll-free by dialing the RITE line at 310-0000. To contact 
your Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA), call the 
RITE line for his/her name and address, or look it up on 
the internet at 
<www.assembly.ab.ca/lao/mla/index.asp>.

For maximum impact, all government correspondence 
should be copied to the opposition critics: 

Liberal Critic: Debby Carlson, MLA

#301, 9718 - 107 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1E4
Ph. (780) 427-2293*/Fax (780) 427-3697*
e-mail: Edmonton_Ellerslie@assembly.ab.ca 

NDP Critic: Dr. Raj Pannu, MLA

#213, 10800 - 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6
Ph. (780) 415-0944*/Fax (780) 415-0963*
e-mail: Edmonton_Strathcona@assembly.ab.ca

Federal Government

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien
Prime Minister of Canada
Centre Block, Room 309S
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON,  K1A 0A6**
Ph. (613) 992-4211/Fax: (613) 941-6900
e-mail: pm@pm.gc.ca

Hon. Sheila Copps
Minister of Canadian Heritage
Jules Leger Building, 12th Floor
15 Eddy Street, Hull, QC, K1A 0M5**
Ph. (819) 997-7788/Fax: (819) 997-5987**
e-mail: Copps.S@parl.gc.ca

Hon. David Anderson
Minister of the Environment
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6**
Ph. (613) 996-2358/Fax (613)952-1458
email: david.anderson@ec.gc.ca

**To find contact information for your local MP:
Go to <www.gc.ca/directories/direct_e.html>
Call Elections Canada at 1-800-463-6868 or 
Reference Canada at 1-800-667-3355.

**Mail to the federal government does not require postage.


Wolves, National Parks, 
Wildlife Management 
and Socio-politics

by Carolyn Callaghan, Central Rockies Wolf Project

Although I would like to think of myself as a field biologist relishing  
the outdoors and following wolf tracks on a daily basis, the reality is 

far from this romantic picture. The conservation biology that I and my 
colleagues at the Central Rockies Wolf Project conduct involves fieldwork—
but it also delves into the often controversial relationship between wolves 
and humans. Virginia Sharpe, Bryan Norton, and Strachen Donneley, 
editors of a recent book on wolves (Wolves and Human Communities; 
Island Press 2001), encapsulate my sentiment on the wolf-human 
relationship:

“There is nothing simple about a story of wolves and human communities. 
It is a complex story with a rich history …. It is a story of human 
psychology and the ways in which our self-understanding, fears, hopes, 
interests, and sense of place shape our understanding of the natural world 
and our relationship to non-human species and the land.”

Wolves are animals that have caused controversy and fierce division in 
societies where they range across the northern hemisphere. Wolves are 
our original competitor. Attitudes toward wolves are steeped in mythology 
and traditional competition between humans and wolves for domestic and 
wild prey. At the same time, public attitudes toward wolves—especially 
for public living in urban centres—have shifted dramatically from very 
negative in the 1960s to very positive attitudes today. Many people view 
wolves as an icon of wilderness to be preserved for all time. These polarized 
attitudes toward wolves have served to bring the philosophical discussion 
of whether humans and wolves can coexist to the fore.

One of the reasons that wolves are controversial is because they demand 
a lot of us. They range over vast areas, they require wilderness or semi-
wilderness that supports adequate prey populations, and they sometimes 
kill the prey—domestic and wild—that humans raise to make a living or 
prize as game. 

Wolves are the widest-ranging carnivores in Canada. Even our mountain 
national parks have proven to be too small to support a viable wolf 
population. Of the eight wolf packs that occupy Banff, Kootenay and Yoho 
National Parks, only one pack is fully protected by the parks. The territories 
of the remaining seven packs overlap with adjacent non-protected areas 
in the provinces of Alberta or British Columbia. These territories extend 
beyond the boundaries of the parks for good reason: the mountain 
national parks are generally poor habitat for wolves. Most of these parks 
are comprised of rock and ice; good quality wolf habitat is at a premium in 
the montane ecoregion, which comprises approximately 10 percent of the 
land base of these parks. Moreover, prey densities have declined steadily in 
the national parks over the past two decades due to habitat changes and 
collisions with automobiles and trains.

After gathering mortality data from radio-collared wolves for 13 years, we 
conducted a survival analysis. We determined that humans caused 75 
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percent of the wolf deaths through hunting, trapping and automobile or 
train collisions. We also learned that wolves whose territory overlaps with 
non-protected areas had a 72 percent chance on average of surviving a year, 
while wolves whose territory occurred strictly within the protected areas 
had an 89 percent chance on average of surviving a year.

We were curious to learn how the poor habitat in the parks and the 
observed pattern of wolf survival influences the viability of the wolf 
population in the Central Rockies. Population viability analyses allow 
researchers to estimate whether a population will persist for a prescribed 
length of time. In June 2000, we held a workshop on population viability 
and later developed a population viability model that incorporates the 
natural history of wolves. I used the model to predict the viability of 
the wolf population and to determine how the population would thrive 
without immigrants. The future of the wolf population in the Central 
Rockies looks bright, provided that immigrant wolves continue to be 
available to the mountain parks. In other words, if the borders of the 
protected areas in the region were closed off forever, the wolf population 
would go extinct.

This is a very different way of viewing the role of parks and protected 
areas. We are used to thinking that parks provide the source population 
for species that are used consumptively outside of the protected areas. 
Our population viability analysis points to the fact that maintaining a 
population of wolves in protected areas of the Central Rockies requires the 
cooperation of the adjacent provinces. This cooperation may be difficult 
to achieve because both the provinces of Alberta and B.C. implement 
management practices to maintain low numbers of wolves and high 
numbers of elk.

The science that we have conducted on wolves in the Central Rockies 
speaks to the importance of inter-jurisdictional cooperation to maintain 
park wildlife. There is nothing, however, quite like a tragic event that 
brings this knowledge to the attention of the public. On December 
23, 2002, I received a message that trappers had killed one of our radio-
collared wolves. I contacted the trappers and learned that not one, but 
three park wolves had been snared approximately 7 kilometres beyond the 
Kootenay National Park boundary, on British Columbia crown land. These 
wolves were Kali, Storm, and Storm’s two-year-old son Yukon. Kali was the 
alpha female of the Kootenay pack, and Storm was the alpha male of the 
Bow Valley pack. Kali was killed on December 10, and Storm and Yukon 
were killed during the week prior to December 22. 

Central Rockies Wolf Project scientists and Parks Canada have been 
studying the Bow Valley pack and the Kootenay pack since the late 1980s. 
We have snow-tracked these packs for thousands of kilometres and followed 
their movements using radio-telemetry on a daily basis for many years.

Since the time that the wolves were trapped, we have confirmed that five 
wolves are still in the Kootenay pack. We hope that one of the females in 
the pack becomes the new alpha and produces pups this spring. The Bow 
Valley pack now consists of only the alpha female, Hope, and Nanook, an 
eight-month old pup. The two wolves returned to the Bow Valley the same 
day that Storm and Yukon were claimed by the trappers. We are concerned 
about the well-being of the Bow Valley pack. The pup, Nanook, is the last 
known surviving member of the Bow Valley pack lineage that dates back 
to the colonization of the Bow Valley by wolves in the early 1980s. The 
remainder of the winter will be a time of testing for Hope and her pup. By 

now, the pup will be nearing the size of an adult, 
but it does not have the hunting experience of 
a fully-grown adult. The burden of hunting, to 
keep the pack alive, rests on Hope. 

Over the past six years, fourteen of our park 
research wolves were killed by hunters or 
trappers in Alberta or British Columbia, just 
beyond the Banff, Kootenay or Yoho National 
Park boundaries. As this number represents 
only the wolves that we knew to be park wolves 
because they were radio-tagged or were pack 
members of radio-collared animals, the total 
number of park wolves that have been killed by 
hunters and trappers is likely higher. 

The trapping of Storm, Yukon, and Kali was 
legal. The regulations for trapping and hunting 
wolves are very liberal—both in Alberta and in 
British Columbia. The British Columbia and 
Alberta governments assign registered trap lines 
to trappers throughout the province. A few trap 
lines exist along the Banff, Kootenay, and Yoho 
National Park boundaries. Each year the trappers 
kill animals on their trap line for fur. The furs 
are sold on the commercial market. There are no 
limits on the number of wolves that trappers are 
allowed to kill in the East Kootenay District of 
British Columbia or adjacent to Banff National 
Park. Wolf hunting regulations are also very 
liberal surrounding the mountain national parks.

One of the Central Rockies Wolf Project’s 
most popular education initiatives is our wolf 
sponsorship program. Wolf sponsors receive 
regular updates on the activities of their wolf 
and its pack. Many people sponsored Storm and 
Kali. We have received many phone calls and 
email letters from Kali and Storm’s sponsors 
expressing great sadness for the death of these 
wolves.

Wildlife management issues are often complex, 
and the public is rarely aligned on any particular 
wildlife issue—and this one is no exception. 
Wildlife management is value-laden. Scientists 
have traditionally played a very small role in 
influencing wildlife management decisions. 
Socio-political factors weigh in much more 
heavily in the decision-making process. Socio-
political factors emerge from the values that 
various groups of people hold toward wildlife.

On one side of the spectrum of values are 
members of the public who have a protectionist 
attitude toward wolves. The loss of these 
wolves has been an eye-opener to many people 
who were unaware that wolves can be shot 
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or trapped adjacent to national parks. Some of these people believe that 
trapping is antiquated and has no place in present day society. They believe 
that national park wolves should be free to live out their natural lives.

On the other side of the spectrum are people who have a utilitarian 
attitude toward wildlife. Some of the trappers and hunters who engage in 
these activities adjacent to Banff National Park believe that wolf numbers 
have increased and that wolves are responsible for the decline in elk 
numbers. They are attempting to reduce wolf numbers to relieve the elk 
population of pressure from wild predators. 

Currently, there seems to be an impasse. The protection of park wolves is 
impossible without the cooperation of adjacent provinces, which place 
more value on maintaining high densities of elk than on protecting 
park wolves. Members of the public who wish to protect park wolves are 
outraged that wolves can be killed almost any time of the year without 
limits. On the other hand, some hunters and trappers believe that killing 
wolves is a necessary tool of wildlife management, and are very concerned 
that they are not being consulted on discussions between the Alberta 
government and Parks Canada to protect park wolves. Hunters and 
trappers have traditionally enjoyed a strong political lobby for wildlife 
management issues, but their numbers are dwindling. There are now many 
more people who have protectionist attitudes than utilitarian attitudes 
toward wildlife. 

Is it possible for us to find the common ground among people with 
disparate views of wolves and wolf management? Tim Clark and Anne-
Marie Gillesberg (in Wolves and Human Communities) suggest that 
an “informed, democratic discourse” is necessary to solve complex 
conservation problems. They recommend an approach that “… promotes 
cooperative inquiry without an adversarial context and encourages 
participants to engage in reflective conversation about their values and 
attitudes.” I believe that there is plenty of common ground between 
hunters, trappers, and the public who are wildlife-oriented but do not 
engage in hunting and trapping. Indeed, I believe that the future of 
sustainable wildlife populations and habitat protection rests on an alliance 
of groups. I certainly believe that it is time for respectful dialogue to occur 
among the people who have a stake in wolves, national parks and wildlife 
management. •

The first rule of intelligent tinkering 

is to save all the pieces.
--Aldo Leopold
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Events Calendar
If you haven’t yet been to a Chapter Meeting (or haven’t been in a while), why not come out and join us? We’d love to hear your 
thoughts on current issues and interests of CPAWS members and have you participate in discussions. We hope to see you soon!

Printed on 100 percent 
recycled paper 
containing 75 percent 
post-consumer waste.

Events Information

1Chapter Meetings are held in the Calgary Zoo 
Discovery Centre (at the Zoo’s north entrance) 
and is easily accessed from the Zoo stop on the 
Whitehorn C-Train line. Each meeting begins 
with discussions on current CPAWS activities 
and initiatives. The discussion is followed by an 
informative presentation by a guest presenter.

2CPAWS Events are special events, presentations 
or outings organized by CPAWS. These are open to 
the public to attend, participate in and volunteer 
at, and are hosted in different locations. Please 
call the office for more information.

3Public Outreach Events are environmental 
fairs where Chapter volunteers take the CPAWS 

conservation message to the public. Please come 
and visit our display booth, or contact the office 
if you are interested in helping out.

Advocacy Subcommittee Meetings are held on 
a regular basis. These include the Canadian 
Rockies Ecosystem (CRES), Endangered Species, 
Grasslands, the Castle Wilderness, and the Bow 
Valley. These meetings are grassroots advocacy 
in action, and we welcome your involvement. 
Please phone (232-6686) or e-mail (volunteer
@cpawscalgary.org) the office for specific dates, 
locations and times of upcoming meetings.

Everyone is welcome at all meetings and events!

Special Presentation: Amendments to the Banff 
National Park Management Plan (including 
Human Use and Grizzly Bear Management).
Bill Fisher, Superintendent, Banff National Park

19th Annual Ultimate Gear Swap and Outdoor 
Expo3, University of Calgary Olympic Oval
Call CAOC at 270-2262 or visit <www.caoc.ab.ca> 

Chapter Meeting1 – Annual General Meeting
Presentation TBA.

Wild Thing 20033 at the Sam Livingston Fish 
Hatchery. Call 297-7058 for more information.

International Migratory Bird Day Festival3

Inglewood Bird Sanctuary
Call 221-4500 for more information.

Chapter Meeting1

Rick Schneider will talk about Alberta’s Boreal 
Forest.

Wilderness Walk2 – Evan Thomas
Kananaskis Valley (see page 6)

RUNNING WILD!2 CPAWS First Annual Run or 
Walk for Wilderness (see page 3)

Wilderness Walk2 – Moraine Lake 
Paradise Valley – Giant Steps (see page 6)

Chapter Meeting1. Presentation TBA.

Wilderness Walk2 – Kootenay National Park
Stanley Glacier Trail (see page 6)

August – No Chapter Meeting

April 14 (Mon.)
7:00 PM – 9:30 PM

2nd Floor 
1202 Centre Street SE

April 26 (Sat.)

May 5 (Mon.)
7:30 PM – 9:30 PM

May 10 (Sat.)

May 11 (Sun.)

June 2 (Mon.)
7:30 PM – 9:30 PM

June 14 (Sat.)

June 22 (Sun.)

June 28 (Sat.)

July 7 (Mon.)

July 26 (Sat.)

August

Return address:
Calgary/Banff Chapter Office 
1202 Centre Street S., #1120,
Calgary, Alberta  T2G 5A5
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